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Program Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

American Nuclear Society – Thermal Hydraulics Division 
Program Committee Meeting 

Mariott Philadelphia Downtown Hotel, Philadelphia, PA., USA 
2:30 – 4:00 PM, Sunday, June 17, 2018 

Location: Rm # 305/306 
 
 
Attendees:  
 
Steven Arndt (PC member), Hitesh Bindra, Caleb Brooks, Igor Bolotnov (Assistant Chair), Karl 
Britsch, Fan-Bill Cheung (PC member), Donna Guillen, Bin Han, Stephen Heagy, Yong Hoon 
Jeong (PC member), Mark Kimber, Seung-Jin Kim, Daniel Labrier, Si Young Lee, Mengnan Li, 
John Luxat, Guojun Ma, Wade Marcum (PC member), Robert Martin, Elia Merzari (Chair), 
Guillame Mignot,  Kurshad Muftuoglu, Hisashi Ninokata, W. David Pointer (PC member), Dillon 
Shaver (PC member), Chul-Hwa Song (PC member), Xiaodong Sun, Bao-Wen Yang, Jun Wang, 
Brian Woods, Hwasung Yeom, Matt Zimmer, Ling Zou 
 
(Scanned copy of the actual list of attendees, including Non-PC members, is shown in Appendix 
A) 
 
 

1. Opening (Merzari) 
 
The meeting was opened by ANS-THD PC Chair, Dr. E. Merzari, at 14:30 on Sunday, 
June 17, 2018.  

 
2. Approval of Meeting Agenda (All) 

 
The proposed agenda was distributed on-line before the meeting and on-site, as 
attached, and reviewed by those in attendance.  One additional item was proposed by 
Dr. E. Merzari to add under the item 14.a as New Business.  
 
Motions from the Program Committee:  

i. Introduction of the NPC Policy  
 
MOTION to Approve the Agenda  
MOTION Amended by Dr. E. Merzari 
SECONDED by Prof. B.W. Yang 
APPROVED with Amendment without objection 

 
3. Approval of Minutes from 2017 ANS Winter Meeting (All) 

 
Draft meeting minutes for the THD Program Committee Meeting at the 2017 ANS Winter 
Meeting were distributed on-line for review before the meeting, as attached in Appendix-
B, and on-site.   

 
MOTION by Dr. E. Merzari to Approve the Agenda  
SECONDED by Prof. J. Luxat 
APPROVED without objection 
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4. Update on THD Sessions for the ANS 2018 Annual Meeting (Merzari/Bolotnov)  

 
The 2018 ANS Annual Meeting report was distributed to those in attendance and 
summarized by Dr. Merzari. Dr. Merzari thanked those in attendance for their strong 
support in soliciting papers and in conducting a strong review. Detailed data are 
summarized in the 2018 ANS Annual Meeting report attached in Appendix-C. 

 
a. Submittal Statistics 

 
Dr. E. Merzari reported that a total of 79 summaries were submitted to the 12 
summary sessions.   

 
b. Reviews 

 
Dr. Merzari reported that 79 summaries, without including 3 additional summaries 
which are co-sponsored with RPD as the primary host and to be presented in non-
THD session, received a total of 188 review recommendations from 32 reviewers.  

c. Session Assignments 
 

As a result, 12 summary sessions, including 1 panel session, were formed as 
described in Appendix-C. 25 minutes are to be allocated to each presentation, 
which includes time for Q&A.  
In addition, one panel session on CFD Codes for Nuclear Thermal-Hydraulics 
Application was organized with the 5 invited panelists on Tuesday afternoon. 
There was also a discussion on replacing session chairs who are not available at 
the session.  

 
5. Update on THD Program for the upcoming ANS 2018 Winter Meeting in Orlando, FL 

(Merzari)  
 

Dr. Merzari explained that there will be no THD sessions at the 2018 Winter Meeting. 
All summaries or full papers should be submitted directly to the ATH’18 which will be 
embedded in the 2018 ANS Winter Meeting to be held in Orlando, Florida. 

 
6. Planning for the Future 2019 Annual Meeting in Minneapolis, MN (Merzari/Bolotnov) 

 
Dr. Merzari solicited session ideas and volunteers to organize from all in attendance. 
 
Proposed Sessions (12) and Organizers are as follows:  

i. General Thermal-Hydraulics – S. Arndt & B.-W Yang 
ii. Experimental Thermal-Hydraulics – B. Woods & C. Brooks 
iii. Computational Thermal-Hydraulics – I. Bolotnov & K. Muftuoglu 
iv. Advanced in Instrumentation for TH Experiments – D. Pointer & W. Marcum 
v. LES/DNS – M. Zimmer & L. Carasik 
vi. Panel: Scaling Methodologies for SET and IET – C. Frepoli & L. Carasik 
vii. TH in Molten Salt Reactors – X. Sun & H. Ninokata 
viii. Data-driven Modeling – L. Zou & E. Merzari 
ix. Multiphase CFD – D. Guillen & D. Shaver 
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x. Experiments on Two-phase Flow and Heat Transfer Fundamentals – S.J. 
Kim & F.B. Cheung 

xi. Thermal-Hydraulics of Accident Tolerant Fuel – Jun Wang & Hwa Sung 
Yeom 

xii. Severe Accident Thermal-Hydraulics – J. Luxat & G. Mignot   
 

MOTION by Dr. E. Merzari to approve the agenda  
SECONDED by Dr. W.D. Pointer 
APPROVED without objection 

 
7. Journal Publication Issues   

 
a. NURETH-17 (Yang) 

 
Prof. B.W. Yang summarized the statistics of the NURETH-17 conference held 
very successfully in Xi’an, China last year.  
 
He also reported that there are 3 journals selected for publication as Special 
Issues of NURETH-17, which include Nuclear Science and Engineering (NSE), 
Nuclear Technology (NT) and Nuclear Engineering and Design (NED). The 
publication of the Special Issues would take one another year more for completion. 

 
8. ICAPP’18 Update (Sun) 

 
Prof. X. Sun reported that the conference has been held in April 8-11, 2018, Charlotte, 
NC with less than 200 papers presented. 45 papers in nuclear thermal-hydraulics area 
were presented, but there were not so many reviewers involved probably due to the 
limitation of reviewers’ time available with a review timing conflict with 2018 ANS 
Annual Meeting. 

 
9. ATH’18 Update (Merzari) 

 
ATH is a young series of bi-annual conference which is embedded in the ANS Winter 
Meeting, and it features the very latest innovations in nuclear thermal-hydraulics. The 
theme of the ATH’18 conference is "Innovation in Thermal-Hydraulics: The Key to the 
Future of Nuclear". It will be held in Orlando, Florida between November 11 through 15, 
2018.  
 
The call for papers has already been sent out. Summaries or full papers are all 
acceptable. The submission of papers is now in progress. The statistics at this moment 
shows that most of papers submitted are from abroad and ANS members are 
encouraged to submit more papers. Currently 4 keynotes speakers were invited to give 
a lecture and they include: Prof. I. Bolotnov (NCSU), Prof. A. Manera (U. Michigan), 
Katrien Van Tichlen (SCK, Belgium) and Itzok Tiselj (JSI, Slovenia). 
 
Special lecture from the ANS THD Technical Achievements Award (TAA) recipients is 
to be provided.  

 
10. NUTHOS-12 Update (Sun) 
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Prof. Sun reported that NUTHOS-12 will be held in Oct. 14-18, 2018 in Qingdao, China, 
and it will be organized by Chinese Nuclear Society, with many co-organizing 
organizations such as ANS, KNS and AESJ among others.  
 
He identified key organizers of the conference together with information on the 
statistics of soliciting the papers: 508 Abstracts from 23 countries were submitted and 
they are now under review process. There will be 4 plenary lectures, 8 keynote lectures 
and 7 special panel sessions.  
 
He also informed that three full-day technical tours on Thursday will be arranged to visit 
nearby nuclear power construction sites. 

 
11. NURETH-18 Update (Marcum/Woods) 

 
Prof. W. Marcum reported that NURETH-18 will be held in Aug. 18-23, 2019 in Portland, 
USA and there made a report on the NURETH-18 during the NPC meeting this 
morning. He also informed that website will be posted shortly and that the budget and 
preliminary approval was made by the NPC during this meeting in the morning. 
 
There will be held a NURETH-18 preparatory meeting on Tuesday evening (07:00-
09:00 PM) in Room # 308 and PC members are all invited to attend the meeting. 

 
12. NUTHOS-13 Update (Luxat) 

 
Prof. J. Luxat explained that the NUTHOS will be held in Vancouver, Canada in 2020 
with a target of 400 registrants.  

 
Prof. H. Ninokata added an explanation, as background information, on the history of 
the NUTHOS series of conference, which has been largely relegated to Taiwan, China, 
Republic of Korea and Japan on a rotation basis. Due to recent changes in perspective 
for nuclear communities in this region, the organizers felt that the host countries might 
be expanded to other countries located in Pacific regions, such as Canada and the 
United States, while keeping main contributions by China, Japan and Korea rotational. 
In this sense, USA might be a candidate of host country in next NUTHOS conference 
eight years later after NUTHOS-13.  

 
13. Old Business (All) 

 
a. PC Members Nominations (Merzari) 

 
Dr. E. Merzari explained the roll-out of existing 6 PC members this time and need to 
nominate new PC members. He proposed a motion to re-nominate these roll-out 
members in consideration of their excellent contributions shown until now, and they 
are M. Avramova (NCSU), P. Ferroni (WEC), J. Lane (Zachary), Y.H. Jeong (KAIST) , 
Donna Guillen (INL) and W. Marcum (OSU) 
 
Four  more candidates were also suggested to include as new PC members and 
they are: J.Y. Feng (MIT), C. Brooks (UIUC), Jun Liao (WEC) and Ferry Roelofs 
(NRG)  and the amended motion was suggested.  
 
MOTION by Dr. K. Muftuoglu to Approve  the Re-nomination 
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SECONDED by Dr. W.D. Pointer  
MOTION Amended by Lane Carasik to Add New Members  
SECONDED by Igor Bolotnov 
APPROVED with Amendment without objection 

 
b. New Representative to NPC (Merzari)  

 
Dr. E. Merzari proposed Prof. I. Bolotnov as new THD Representative to NPC. 
 
MOTION by Dr. K. Muftuoglu to Approve  
SECONDED by Dr. W.D. Pointer  
APPROVED without objection 

 
c. Start the Process for Selecting the NURETH-19 Host Country 

 
Dr. E. Merzari mentioned that it is the right time to start the process of selecting the 
NURETH-19 host among European countries and let the Conference Selection 
Committee start its relevant activity by distributing the call-for-proposals to potential 
host countries. 
 

 
14. New Business (All) 

 
a. NPC Policy (Merzari/Muftuoglu) 

 
Dr. E. Merzari explained upcoming changes in NPC policy concerning topical 
meetings scheduling and revenue sharing. The change in scheduling is very unlikely 
to impact NURETH or ATH and are therefore not relevant to THD. However the 
changes in the way HQ charges for ANS services (e.g., charging the time of the staff 
on the meetings budget) are likely to have an impact for domestic meetings if the 
local organizers rely too heavily on ANS. 

 
 
The Program Committee meeting was adjourned at 4:02 pm.  
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APPENDIX A 
 

Program Committee Meeting Sign-up Sheets 
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APPENDIX B 
 

2017 ANS Winter Meeting Minutes 
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APPENDIX C 
 

2018 ANS Annual Meeting THD Statistics on Papers  
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