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Program Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

American Nuclear Society – Thermal Hydraulics Division 
Program Committee Meeting 

Mariott Wardman Park, Washington, D.C., USA 
2:30 – 4:30 PM, Sunday, October 29, 2017 

Location: Maryland C 
 

 
Attendees:  
 
Steven Arndt (PC member), Maria Avramova (PC member), Fatih Aydogan (PC member), Sama 
Bilbao y Leon (PC member), Igor Bolotnov (Assistant Chair), Lane Carasik (PC member), Fan-
Bill Cheung (PC member), Marilyn Delgado (PC member), Paolo Ferroni (PC member), Yassin 
Hassan  (PC member), Lui HU (PC member), Jong Kim (PC member), Seung-Jin Kim (PC 
member), Yang Liu (PC member), John Luxat (PC member), Annalisa Manera (PC member), 
Elia Merzari (Chair), Kurshad Muftuoglu (PC member), Hisashi Ninokata (PC member), W. David 
Pointer (PC member), Piyushi Sabharwall (PC member), Dillon Shaver (PC member), Chul-Hwa 
Song, Xiaodong Sun (PC member), Rodolpf Vaghetto (PC member), Bao-Wen Yang (PC 
member), Ling Zou (PC member), 
(Scanned copy of the actual list of attendees, including Non-PC members, is shown in Appendix 
A) 
 
1.  Opening (Merzari) 
 
 Dr. Merzari opened the meeting at 02:30 PM. 
 
2. Approval of Meeting Agenda (All) 
 

The draft agenda was distributed as attached in Appendix B. Dr. Merzari recommended the 
addition of two items on NUTHOS-13 and NT Special Issues as new items (14-b and 14-c) 
in the New Business item.  The revised agenda was approved unanimously.  

 
3. Approval of PC Minutes from 2017 Annual Meeting (All) 
 

Dr. Merzari asked for approval of PC meeting minutes from 2017 ANS Annual Meeting.   
The minutes were approved unanimously (Draft of the PC meeting minutes from 2017 
Annual Meeting is attached in Appendix C). 

 
4. Update on THD Sessions for the ANS 2017 Winter meeting (Merzari/Bolotnov) 
 

Detailed data are summarized in the 2017 ANS Winter Meeting report attached in Appendix 
D. 
 
a. Submittal Statistics 

 
Dr. Merzari reported that a total of 86 summaries were submitted to the 12 summary 
sessions.   

 
b. Reviews 
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Dr. Merzari reported that 86 summaries received a total of 222 review 
recommendations from 28 reviewers.   One of these summaries was accepted without 
further comments; 63 were accepted with revisions; 14 were rejected unless revised; 
and 8 summaries were rejected. 

c. Session Assignments 
 

As a result, 12 summary sessions were formed as described in Appendix D. 25 
minutes were to be allocated to each presentation, which includes time for Q&A.  
In addition, one panel session on Thermal-Hydraulic Collaborations in Industry, 
Academia and Labs was organized with the 5 invited panelists on Monday afternoon. 

 
5. Updates on THD Program for the Upcoming 2018 ANS Annual Meeting in Philadelphia 

(Merzari) 
 

a. Announced Sessions for Annual Meeting  
 

Dr. Merzari reminded that a total of 10 sessions were proposed at the 2018 Annual 
Meeting, which include: (a) Experimental T-H (Yang / Marcum); (b) Computational T-H 
(Guillen / Zou); (c) General T-H (Arndt / Lee); (d) Two-phase and Heat Transfer 
Fundamentals (Kim / Cheung); (e) Multi-scale T-H Simulation and Validation (Pointer / 
Hassan / Merzari); (f) CFD Codes for Nuclear T-H Applications-Panel (Carasik / 
Shaver), (g) High-Resolution Multi-Phase Simulations (Bolotnov / Avramova); (h) T-H 
Analysis in Support of SAM (Luxat / Bilbao); (i) Natutral Circulation and Reliability of 
N/C Phenomena and Associated Systems (Frepoli / D’Auria); (j) MSR T-H and Mass 
Transport (Scarlet / Sun). 
It was announced that the website is already open. (The report on the 2018 Annual 
Meeting is attached in Appendix E). 

 
6. Planning for the Future 2018 ANS Winter Meeting Program in Orlando, FL (Merzari) 
 

a. Proposed Sessions/Organizers 
 

There will be no sessions at the Winter Meeting 2018. All summaries or papers should 
be submitted to ATH’18. 

 
b. ATH’18 Planning 

 
Dr. Merzari reported that ATH’18 which will be embedded in the ANS Winter Meeting 
2018 to be held in Orlando, Florida at the Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek hotel between 
November 11 and November 15, 2018. The call for papers has been sent out. ATH is a 
young series of meetings that features the very latest innovations in nuclear thermal-
hydraulics. The theme of the 2018 conference is, "Innovation in Thermal-Hydraulics: 
The Key to the Future of Nuclear". In addition to a vibrant plenary session, we will 
feature keynotes that span the breadth of the art and science of nuclear reactor 
thermal-hydraulics.  
 

 
7. Journal Special Issues  
  

a. NURETH-17 (Yang)  
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Prof. B.W. Yang, the TPC Chair of the conference, reported some statistics on the 
NURETH-17 conference, which includes the followings: 
o 1020 abstracts submitted and 732 final papers were included in the proceedings 

(259 papers from China, 201 from EU, 112 from U.S., 80 from Korea and 40 from 
Japan) 

o 789 registered participants from over 35 countries 
 

Prof. B.W. Yang announced that selected papers will be recommended to publish in 
the journals of NED, NT and NSE.  

 
8. NURETH-17 Updates (Yang) 
 

Prof. B.W. Yang, the TPC Chair of the conference, reported some statistics on the 
NURETH-17 conference, which includes the followings: 

o 1020 abstracts submitted and 732 final papers were included in the proceedings 
(259 papers from China, 201 from EU, 112 from U.S., 80 from Korea and 40 from 
Japan) 

o 789 registered participants from over 35 countries 
 

Prof. Yang reported that NURETH-17 was successfully held in Xi’an in 2017 and noted that 
the donation from NURETH-17 to the ANS-THD is being considered even though the 
account balance has not yet been fixed because of unclosed issue on the donations from 
domestic sponsoring organizations.  

 
9. ATH’18 Update (Merzari) 
 

Dr. Merzari reported that the Call for Papers is sent out and requested attendees to send 
ideas for special sessions after introducing some ideas on molten salt or lead-cooled 
reactor session (L. Jun / Paulo Ferroni) and sessions on the CFD grade experiments 
(Manera, Pointer, Carasik). 

 
10. ICAPP’18 Update (Bolotnov) 
 

Prof. Bolotnov reported that the conference will be held in April 8-11, 2018, Charlotte, NC, 
and the due date for abstracts submission has been extended to November 27. Full papers, 
up to 10 pages, will incur no page charges. 

 
11.  NUTHOS-12 Update (Sun) 
 

Prof. Sun reported that NUTHS-12 in Oct. 14-18, 2018 in Qingdao, China, and it will be 
organized by Chinese Nuclear Society, with many co-organizing organizations. He 
identified key organizers of the conference together with information on the deadlines for 
abstracts (Nov. 30, 2018) and full papers (May 30, 2018).   
He informed also that three full day technical tours on Thursday will be arranged to nearby 
nuclear construction projects. 

 
12.  NURETH-18 Update (Muftuoglu) 
 

Dr. Muftuoglu reported that NURETH-18 will be held in Aug. 18-23, 2019 in Portland, USA 
and introduced a list of some key organizers of the conference.  



4 
 

 
13. Old Business 
 

a. PC membership nominations (Merzari) 
 

Dr. Merzari nominated Dr. S. Benhamadouche as candidate of PC member 
 
MOTION by Dr. K. Muftuolgu 
APPROVED without objection 

 
14. New Business (All) 
  

a. Preserving Key Nuclear data Initiative (Cheung) 
 
Prof. F.B. Cheung explained and led the discussion on the request to ANS HQ, THD 
and NISD by Prof. M. Corradini on co-sponsoring an Initiative Preserving Key Nuclear 
Safety Data, and stressed that this may already be a relevant ANS position. 

 
b. NUTHOS-13 Update (Ninokata) : Item newly added to the Draft of the meeting agenda 

 
Prof. Ninokata explained the history of the NUTHOS series of conference, which has 
been largely relocated to Taiwan, China, South Korea and Japan on a rotation basis. 
Recently due to changes in perspective for nuclear in the region, the organizers feel 
the host countries should be expanded to Canada and the United States. A discussion 
ensued about potential locations for the next NUTHOS. 

 
c.  Special Issues on Review Papers on Nuclear Technology (NT) journal:  Item newly 

added to the Draft of the meeting agenda 
 

Prof. A. Klein, as Editor of NT journal, reported a plan for publishing review papers as a 
special issue on NT, and requested ANS-THD members to propose the topics and to 
serve as reviewers. 
 
 

The Program Committee meeting was adjourned at 4:20PM. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Program Committee Meeting Sign-in Sheets 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Draft PC Meeting Agenda (Proposed) 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Minutes of PC meeting from 2017 Annual Meeting 
 

 
 



10 
 

 



11 
 



12 
 

 



13 
 

 



14 
 

 
 



15 
 

APPENDIX D 
 

2017 ANS Winter Meeting Report 
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APPENDIX E 
 

2018 ANS Annual Meeting Report 
 

 


