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                 PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
 

American Nuclear Society – Thermal Hydraulics Division 
Program Committee Meeting 

Hyatt Regency Minneapolis, Minneapolis, MN 
2:30 – 4:30 PM, Sunday, June 9, 2019 

Location: Lake Bemidji 
 

Attendees: 

 
Elia Merzari (Chair), Igor Bolotnov (Vice Chair), Guillaume Mignot, Ding Chao, Jun Wang, Marilyn 

Delgado, Steven Arndt (PC Member), Musafa Alper Yildiz, Dillon Shaver (PC Member), DuWayne 

Schubring (PC Member), Matt Zimmer, Subash L. Sharma, Rui Hu (PC Member), Guojun Hu, Hitesh 

Bindra, Caleb Brooks (PC Member), Brian Woods (PC Member), Bao‐Wen Yang (PC Member), Fan‐Bill 

Cheung (PC Member), Seungjin Kim (PC Member), Yassin Hassan (PC Member), Chul‐Hwa Song (PC 

Member), David Pointer (PC Member), Xiaodong Sun (PC Member), Kurshad Muftuoglu (PC Member), 

Lane Carasik (PC Member), Wade Marcum (Secretary). 

 
A scanned copy of the list of attendees is provided in Appendix A 

 
1. Opening (Merzari) 

 
Meeting called to order at 2:30 pm by Elia Merzari at 2:30 

 
2. Approval of Meeting Agenda (All) 

 
MOTION: to approve agenda (Kurshad Muftuoglu) 

SECOND: (Xiaodong Sun) 

VOTE: No opposed 

MOTION APPROVED 

 
A scanned copy of the meeting agenda is provided in Appendix B 

 
3. Approval of Minutes from 2018 Winter Meeting (All) 

 
MOTION: to approve agenda (Dillon Shaver) 

SECOND: (Bao‐Wen Yang) 

VOTE: No opposed 

MOTION APPROVED 
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4. Update on THD Sessions for the ANS 2019 Annual Meeting (Merzari/ Bolotnov) 

a. General Meeting: Submittal Statistics, Reviews, and Session Assignments 

 
Elia Merzari reported on the THD sessions. Dr. Merzari provided a summary of the statistics for 

the 2019 annual meeting (found in APPENDIX C) which show a drop in number of papers, but 

nothing significant given that it is aligned with the year of NURETH hosted in the U.S. 

 
A total of 51 summaries were submitted; 39 accepted with revision, 9 rejected unless revised, 

and 3 rejected outright. There were 127 reviews completed on the 51 summaries in total, having 

24 unique reviewers supporting this effort. 

 
Dr. Merzari acknowledged Dr. Jun Wang’s contributions in particular given his 27 individual 

summary reviews. 

 
The conference had 12 unique sessions slotted from Monday through Thursday with most 

sessions containing 4 papers each, but ranging from 3 to 5 in the outset. 

 
5. Update on THD Program for the Upcoming 2019 Winter Meeting in Washington, DC 

(Merzari/Bolotnov) 

a. General meeting: Announced Sessions, Deadlines/Submittal Status 

 
Refer to APPENDIX C for the detail of the sessions and session organizers for the 2019 Winter 

Meeting in Washington DC. 

 
Dr. Merzari stated to the attendees that session organizer responsibilities are to solicit reviewers 

and work to ensure papers are sufficient in quantity and quality for the respective sessions. 

 
During the winter conference, 2 panels are noted along with 8 technical sessions. 31 papers had 

been submitted, however, the submission deadline was still open at the time of the PC Meeting. 

 
Additionally, Dr. Matt Zimmer and Dr. Ling Zou are organizing the young professional thermal‐ 

hydraulics research competition; the printed copy is incorrect and is noted to be revised. 

 
6. Planning for the Future 2020 Annual Meeting in Phoenix, AZ (Merzari/Bolotnov) 

 
Dr. Merzari Solicited suggestions for session topics associated with the upcoming 2020 Annual 

Meeting taking place in Phoenix Arizona. The outcome of the conversation resulted in the following 

proposed sessions and session organizers: 
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 Thermal Hydraulics for the Versatile Test Reactor (Xiaodong Sun, Dillon Shaver, Yassin 

Hassan). 

 Thermal Hydraulics on Micro Reactors (Subash Sharma, Caleb Brooks) 

 Thermal Hydraulic Challenges for Molten Salt Reactors (Rui Hu, Jun Wang) 

 Two‐Phase Thermal Hydraulic Fundamentals (Bao‐Wen Yang, Seungjin Kim) 

 General Thermal Hydraulics (Wade Marcum, Igor Bolotnov) 

 Experimental Thermal Hydraulics (Guillaume Mignot, Marilyn Delgado) 

 Computational Thermal Hydraulics (DuWayne Schubring, Elia Merzari) 

 Panel – Licensing of Nuclear Reactors (Steven Arndt) 

 Panel – Thermal Hydraulic Challenges and Opportunities for Gas Reactors (Brian Woods, Dave 

Pointer) 

 Panel – Thermal Hydraulics of Hybrid Systems (Piyush Sabharwall, Scott Greenwood) 

 
MOTION: to approve agenda (Dillon Shaver) 

SECOND: (DuWayne Schubring) 

VOTE: No opposed 

MOTION APPROVED 

 
7. Journal Special issues 

a. NURETH‐17 (Yang) 

 
Dr. Bao‐Wen Yang stated that NURETH‐17 special issues are in the following state: 

 Nuclear Science & Engineering (14 papers) all complete 

 Nuclear Technology (29 papers) all complete 

 Nuclear Engineering & Design (62 papers) all, but two papers complete. 

 
b. ATH’18 (Merzari) 

 
Dr. Merzari acknowledged that an ATH’18 special issue in the following state: 

 Nuclear Technology (20 papers) have been submitted and are being resolved. 

 
8. NURETH‐18 Update (Muftuoglu/Marcum) 

 
Brian Woods delivered an update on the present organizational and technical state of the NURETH‐ 

18 meeting. The summery (noted in APPENDIX D) includes 604 papers submitted, 54 papers accepted, 

441 accepted with revisions, 96 rejected unless revised, and 13 rejected outright. He acknowledged 

that the meeting received final approval from the National Program Committee and the preliminary 

program was completed and is published There are technical tours to OSU and NuScale along with 

workshops for V&V, Turbulence, and GOTHIC. 
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9. ICAPP’20 Update (Sun/Bolotnov) 

 
Prof. Xiaodong Sun provided a brief update on ICAPP’20. The conference organization is moving on 

schedule and will be held in the UAE from March 15‐19, 2019. 

 
10. ATH’20 Update (Bolotnov) 

 
Prof. Igor Bolotnov provided an update on the status of ATH’20. Held in Paris France from March 31‐ 

April 03, 2020. SFANS is the organizer of this conference. September 27, 2019 is the full paper 

submission date for this conference. Final paper due January 10, 2019. Dr. Elia Merzari reminded 

everyone to contact Prof. Bolotnov if anyone is interested in volunteering or suggesting sessions. 

 
11. NUTHOS‐13 Update (Luxat/Sun) 

 
Prof. Xiaodong Sun provided an update on the status of NUTHOS‐13. Vancouver BC will be the host 

of NUTHOS‐13 from August 23‐27, 2020. November 1, 2019 is when papers are due. 

 
Dr. Dave pointer made a comment that NUTHOS has a different experience than NURETH. Because 

of this it was wondered whether the NUTHOS conference will maintain its current tone and 

experience when it moves to North America as this is the first time it’s focused there. General 

agreement was given across all participants in the conversation that attention should be made to 

make sure that NUTHOS is maintained with its intent even after a change in location. 

 
12. NURETH‐19 Update (Luxat/Merzari) 

 
Dr. Elia Merzari provided an update. A single proposal was made. The committee concurred that it 

was an acceptable proposal. A motion is made to the EC from the conference screening committee 

to endorse NURETH‐19 based on the proposal selection. Also it was announced that preliminary 

approval was given to NURETH‐19 from the National Program Committee to be held in Brussels in 

2021. 

 
13. Old Business (All) 

a. PC membership nominations (Merzari) 

 
Dr. Elia Merzari confirmed that the nomination committee must make recommendations to the 

EC for new PC meeting members. Dr. Merzari acknowledged that if any individuals are interested 

in becoming a program committee member, please contact the new program committee chair 

(Prof. Igor Bolotnov). 
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14. New Business (All) 

a. New revenue distribution policy and impact (Merzari) 

 
Dr. Elia Merzari updated the attendees that the revenue sharing between divisions and HQ has 

changed. A suggestions was made to move NURETH from an 8 year rotation to a 6 year rotation 

(US, Europe, Asia [repeat]) based on the weaker financial motives for THD to host the technical 

meeting in the US. 

 
MOTION: for the Executive Committee to allow the conference screening committee to 

consider bids for NURETH‐20 from multiple regions. (Fan‐Bill Cheung) 

SECOND: (Kurshad Muftuoglu) 

VOTE: No opposed 

MOTION APPROVED 

 
b. 40 years of NURETH (Merzari) 

 
Dr. Elia Merzari suggested that the THD possibly do something special at the next ANS winter 

meeting (taking place in Chicago) given that it’s the 40th anniversary of NURETH. Several possible 

suggestions were made including a special dinner or special panel. 

 
MOTION: for the Executive Committee put together a special committee to celebrate NURETH’s 

40th anniversary at the ANS winter meeting in 2020. (Xiaodong Sun) 

SECOND: (Yassin Hassan) 

VOTE: No opposed 

MOTION APPROVED 

 
Dr. Elia Merzari acknowledged his last meeting as the PC chair over the last number of years. A 

plaque was provided to Dr. Merzari for his service. 

 
Prof. Sun and Dr. Merzari presented the reviewer service award to Prof. Fan‐Bill Cheung. 

 
15. Adjourn (Merzari) 

 
Dr. Elia Merzari closes the meeting at 3:58 pm. 
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APPENDIX A 
Program Committee Meeting List of Attendees 
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APPENDIX B 
Draft PC Meeting Agenda (Proposed) 
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APPENDIX C 
PC Chair Notes 
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APPENDIX D 
NURETH‐18 Meeting Update 
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