
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

American Nuclear Society – Thermal Hydraulics Division 
Executive Committee Meeting 

Hyatt Regency San Francisco, San Francisco, CA 
4:30 – 6:00 PM, Sunday, June 11, 2017 

Location: Pacific I 
 
 
Attendees:  
 
Fatih Aydogan (EC Member), Philippe Bardet (EC Member), Igor Bolotnov, Lane Carasik (EC 
Member), Fan-Bill Cheung (EC Member), Mason Childs, Jun Fang, Nolen Goth, Yong Hoon 
Jeong, Jong Kim (EC Member), Si Young Lee, John Luxat (EC Member), Mateusz Marciniak, 
Wade Marcum (EC Member), Elia Merzari (EC Member), Kurshad Muftuoglu (Vice Chair), Thien 
Nguyen, Hisashi Ninokata (EC Member), Dave Pointer (Secretary), Brett Rampal, Piyush 
Sabharwal (EC Member), Fatih Sinan Sarikurt, Dillon Shaver, Sandra Sloan, Chul-Hwa Song 
(Treasurer), Xiaodong Sun, Rodolfo Vaghetto, Bao-wen Yang (EC Member) 
 
Proxies: 
 
Xu Cheng assigned to Xiadong Sun 
Donna Guillen assigned to Kurshad Muftuoglu 
Seungjin Kim assigned to Kurshad Muftuoglu 
DuWayne Schubring assigned to Kurshad Muftuoglu 
 
Sign-in sheets are included in Attachment B. 
 
 

1. Opening (Muftuoglu) 
 
Acting on behalf of the Chair, Dr. Kurshad Muftuoglu, 2016-2017 Thermal Hydraulics 
Division Vice Chair, opened the Annual Meeting of the American Nuclear Society 
Thermal Hydraulics Division Executive Committee at 16:30 on Sunday, June 11, 2017. 
Quorum was established with 14 voting members present.  Attendees held 4 additional 
proxies assigned by email notification to the Chair and Secretary. 
 
Dr. Muftuoglu expressed the regrets of Prof. Seungjin Kim, 2016-2017 Thermal 
Hydraulics Division Chair, that he was unable to attend the meeting.  

 
2. Approval of Meeting Agenda (All) 

 
The proposed agenda, shown as attachment B, was distributed and reviewed by those 
in attendance.  One additional item, the discussion of a request from the Young 
Members Group for support of the ANS Young Professionals Congres, was proposed by 
the Dr. Pointer to be inserted as item 5, with following items renumbered. 
 
MOTION by Prof. Yang to approve the agenda as amended   
SECONDED by Prof. Marcum 
APPROVED without objection 

 



3. Approval of Minutes from 2016 ANS Winter Meeting (All) 
 
Draft meeting minutes for the THD Executive Committee Meeting at the 2016 ANS 
Winter Meeting were distributed by Dr. Pointer for review by those in attendance.  One 
correction was noted.  Discussion Item 6b was incorrectly attributed to Dr. Lane rather 
than Mr. Carasik.   
 
MOTION by Prof. Sun (proxy for Dr. Cheng) to approve the agenda as amended   
SECONDED by Dr. Merzari 
APPROVED without objection 

 
4. Visitors from Student Conferences  

 
Visitors representing the 2017 ANS Student Conference that was hosted by the 
University of Pittsburgh presented a summary of the conference and thanked the 
Thermal Hydraulics Division for its support.  The conference hosted more than 400 
students and 75 professionals. 
 
Visitors representing the 2018 ANS Student Conference to be hosted by the University 
of Florida presented an overview of the conference and asked for the support of THD 
through both financial contributions and active participation.  Conference details can be 
found at http://www.ansstudentconference2018.com.   

 
5. Request for Young Professionals Congress Support (Pointer) 

 
Mr. Brett Rampal, representing the ANS Young Members Group and the organizing 
committee of the Young Professionals Congress, introduced plans for the 2017 Young 
Professionals Congress.  The meeting will be held on October 28, 2017, the Saturday 
before the 2017 ANS Winter Meeting.  The meeting is co-sponsored by the ANS Young 
Members Group and NA-YGN.  Mr. Rampal requested that THD support the networking 
luncheon event by arranging for representatives to attend the session and answer 
questions about becoming more actively engaged in the activities of the Division. Drs. 
Merzari, Pointer and Sabharwal and Mr. Carasik volunteered to represent THD. 
 
ACTION ITEM – Mr. Carasik, Dr. Merzari, Dr. Pointer, Dr. Sabharwal 
 
 

6. Action Items from 2016 Winter Meeting   
 

a. Finalize 2015-2016 Meeting Minutes (Muftuoglu) 
 

Delinquent minutes with markup were finalized following the 2016 ANS Winter 
Meeting.  They will be formatted and posted to the website.  

  
b. Establish THD Reviewer Award (Merzari/Sun) 

 
COMPLETED.  Drs. Merzari and Sun reported that the action is complete and 
that the first THD Reviewer Award will be given at the 2017 Annual Meeting. 
 

c. Investigate Slide Library (Muftuoglu/Aumiller/Lane)  
 



Dr. Muftuoglu reported that he has consulted with ANS staff regarding best 
options for establishment of a repository.  Desired functionality has not yet been 
activated within ANS Collaborate.  Action remains open.  
 
ACTION ITEM –  Dr. Muftuoglu will establish the ANS Collaborate 

Repository and report its availability to the EC. 
 

d. ANS Collaborate (Pointer) 
  
Dr. Pointer reported that no action has yet been taken to begin to populate ANS 
Collaborate. Action item remains open. 
 
ACTION ITEM –  Dr. Pointer will obtain administrative rights and begin to 

populate the THD Collaborate site by the end of the 
calendar year.    

 
e. Scholarships (Pointer) 

 
Dr. Pointer reported that the Scholarship Policy and Coordination Committee no 
longer has a policy requiring the endowment of a scholarship with a minimum 
funding level.  However, the Scholarship Policy and Coordination Committee 
Chair, Prof. James Baciak unofficially recommends that $40,000 should be 
invested to support an undergraduate scholarship and that $60,000 should be 
invested to support a graduate scholarship.  
 
ACTION ITEM – Dr. Muftuoglu will include an item for further discussion in 

the agenda for the 2017 Winter Meeting.  
 

f. Develop criteria for NURETH fellows and identify previous recipients (Cheung) 
 

Prof. Cheung reported that criteria have been reviewed and approved by 
electronic vote of the Executive Committee.  The action is complete. 
 

g. Post ANS Grand Challenges to ANS Collaborate (Muftuoglu/Kim) 
 
Dr. Muftuoglu reported that Prof. S. Kim posted the Grand Challenges document 
to ANS Collaborate as planned.  The action is complete.  
 

h. Student Travel Reimbursements from the 2016 ANS Winter Meeting (Song) 
 
Dr. Song reported that 10 recipients were selected by random drawing out of 
more than 20 applicants from the 2016 ANS Winter Meeting and the HTR2016 
embedded topical meeting.   The action is complete 
 

i. Establish Ad Hoc Finance Committee (Muftuoglu/Kim) 
 

The ad hoc finance committee will consist of the Treasurer, Secretary, Vice Chair 
and Chair.  The action is complete 

 
7. Report from Professional Divisions Workshop (Kim) 

 



Dr. Muftuoglu reported that Prof. S. Kim attended the Professional Divisions Workshop 
on Saturday, June 10.   
 
At the workshop, information about the role and function of ANS Local Sections was 
presented. Professional Divisions were encouraged to actively support the activities and 
programs of the ANS Local Sections. 
 
A presentation was also provided on the process for the development of ANS standards 
and of the function of the Standards Committee.  Divisions are encouraged to actively 
support the development and maintenance of ANS standards. 
 
No new actions resulted from the workshop. 

  
8. Report from President’s Meeting with Division Chairs (Pointer/Kim) 

 
Dr. Pointer reported that it was announced at the meeting that ANS journal publications 
are moving to Taylor & Francis.  Moving to an external publisher will result in better 
distribution and indexing, and better access to 10000 libraries. The financial 
arrangement with the new publisher was reported to be favorable in comparison to self-
publishing.   
 
The response to the Grand Challenges concept exceeded expectations of the ANS 
Executive Committee.  All Professional Divisions and Technical Groups participated.  
Nine Grand Challenges were selected from the submissions and will be announced on 
June 12 at the President’s Special Session.  
 
It was also reported that ANS is working to hire a fulltime professional fundraiser to 
better support fundraising activities for the Center for Nuclear Science and Technology 
Information and the proposed development of middle and high school standard curricula 
for nuclear science and technology. 
 
Finally, the candidates for ANS President-Elect in the next election cycle should come 
from the Utility sector.  Nominations are being sought by the nominating committee. 
 
 

9. Treasurer’s Report (Song) 
 
Dr. Song reviewed the current financial data as presented in the June 2017 Newsletter.  
Dr. Song noted that Prof. Nam Dinh donated his $1000 prize as a recipient of the 
Technical Achievement Award to the division to be applied at the direction of the 
Executive Committee. Dr. Song also reported that a $5000 donation from the profits of 
NUTHOS11 was received from the Korean Nuclear Society.  
 
Dr. Song circulated the proposed budget for the 2017 calendar year for which Executive 
Committee approval had been previously deferred. 
 
MOTION by Dr. Merzari to approve the budget as presented   
SECONDED by Prof. Sun as proxy for Prof. Cheng 
APPROVED without objection 
 
 



 
10. Program Committee Report 

 
 

a. 2017 ANS Annual Meeting Program in San Francisco, CA (Merzari) 
 
Dr. Merzari referred the EC to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting.  Dr. Merzari noted that the THD 
Excellence in Review Award will be presented following the Monday afternoon 
technical session.  
 

b. NURETH-17 Report (Yang) 
 
NURETH-17 will be held September 3-8 in Xian, China.  Prof. Yang reported that 
the conference has received more than 1000 abstracts and will publish more 
than 600 papers.  Three technical tours are planned on September 9 near major 
airports as stopovers for the convenience of those travelling. Prof. Yang 
highlighted the strong international participation based on paper submissions and 
noted that the registration web site includes a unique feature to enable 
international participants to obtain invitation letters before registration fees are 
paid. 
 

c. NUTHOS-12 Report (Merzari) 
 
EC Members were referred to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting   

 
d. Motions from the PC Meeting (Merzari) 

 
Members of the EC were reminded by Dr. Merzari that motions presented by the 
Program Committee, as a standing committee, do not require a second. 
 

i. Approval of Program Committee Membership 
 
MOTION by Program Committee to reappoint Drs. Murase and Todd and 
to appoint Dr. Shaver to the Program Committee.  
APPROVED without objection 

 
e. NURETH-18 Planning (Merzari) 

 
Dr. Luxat reported that two strong proposals were received from the Eastern 
Washington Section, proposing to host the meeting in Portland, OR, and the Oak 
Ridge/Knoxville Section, proposing to host the meeting in Nashville, TN.  The 
Conference Selection Committee recommended that NURETH-18 award the 
conference to the Eastern Washington Section.  The recommendation was 
approved by the Executive Committee by electronic vote prior to the meeting.  
 
Dr. Pointer, on behalf of the Oak Ridge/Knoxville Section, recommended that the 
program committee should develop a table of past participation indicating both 
attendance and number of papers presented to aid communications and 



requests for quotes from potential host hotels in the preparation of future 
proposals.  Dr. Merzari accepted this action.  
 
   
ACTION ITEM –    Dr. Merzari will develop a table of participation statistics for 

past NURETH conferences for inclusion in future calls for 
proposals.   

 
11. Membership Committee Report  Muftuoglu 

 
Dr. Muftuoglu briefly reviewed the current membership status as reported in the 
November 2016 Newsletter, attached as Appendix C.  

 
12. Division Website Report (Shaver) 

 
Dr. Shaver reported that the website has been updated to include all recovered Best 
Paper Award data  
 
ACTION ITEM –  Dr. Shaver will update Program Committee membership roster as 

approved at this meeting.  
 
ACTION ITEM – Dr. Shaver will create a section of the website for the Excellence 

in Review Award 
 
ACTION ITEM –  All regular meeting participants should confirm that contact 

information provided on the website is correct.  
 
 

13. Honors and Awards Committee Report (Sun) 
 
Prof. Sun reminded the Executive Committee that the NURETH Fellow award was 
created to recognize scholars who have made significant contributions to the field.  Prof. 
Sun reported that the Honors and Awards Committee reviewed nominations and 
unanimously approved 3 NURETH Fellow honorees for 2017: Dr. Dominique Bestion, 
Prof. Francesco D’Auria, and Prof. Nam Dinh. 
 
Prof. Sun also reminded the Executive Committee that candidates for the Excellence in 
Review Award may be nominated by the Technical Program Chair of the Division or any 
topical meeting sponsored by the Division. For 2017, two nominees have been 
unanimously approved by the Honors and Awards Committee: Dr. David Aumiller 
(Award) and Dr. Paulo Ferroni (Honorable Mention) 
 
Prof. Sun noted that Dr. Aumiller will serve as the next chair of the committee.  
 
The Executive Committee discussed the merits of reinstating the service award to 
recognize sustained member contributions to the health and success of THD and agreed 
to consider the reinstatement of the award.  
 
ACTION ITEM –  Dr. Aumiller is asked to prepare a proposal to re-establish the 

service award.  
 



14. Nominating Committee Report (Muftuoglu/Schubring) 
 

Dr. Muftuoglu referred the Nominating Committee Report in the June 2017 Newsletter.   
 

15. New Business 
a. Student Member of THD Executive Committee (Carasik) 

Mr. Carasik requested that Nominating Committee consider nomination of a 
student member as an Executive Committee candidate for the 2018 election 
because he will be graduating before the election.  

 
 
The Executive Committee meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm 
 

MOTION by Dr. Merzari to adjourn   
SECONDED by Prof. Marcum 
APPROVED without objection 

 
 
  



Attachment A 
DRAFT AGENDA 

  



  



Attachment B 
Executive Committee Meeting Sign-in Sheets 

 

 



 
 
 
 



Attachment C 
Spring 2017 THD Newsletter 

 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 


