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Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

American Nuclear Society – Thermal Hydraulics Division 
Executive Committee Meeting 

Mariott Philadelphia Downtown Hotel, Philadelphia, PA, USA 
4:30 – 6:00 PM, Sunday, June 17, 2018 

Location: Rm # 305/306 
 
 
Attendees:  
 
Igor Bolotnov, Lane Carasik (EC Member), Fan-Bill Cheung, Jinyong Feng, Bin Han, Yong Hoon 
Jeong, John Kelly (Board Liaison), Daniel Labrier, Mengnan Li, John Luxat (EC Member), Wade 
Marcum (Treasurer), Robert Martin,  Elia Merzari (EC Member), Guillame Mignot, Kurshad 
Muftuoglu (Chair), Hisashi Ninokata (EC Member), W. David Pointer (Vice Chair), Dillon Shaver, 
Chul-Hwa Song (Secretary), Xiaodong Sun, Jun Wang, Bao-Wen Yang (EC Member), Matt 
Zimmer  
 
Proxies: 

A. Manera assigned to X. Sun 
X. Cheng assigned to W.D. Pointer 
P. Bardet assigned to W.D. Pointer 

 
Sign-in sheets are included in Appendix-A. 
 
 

1. Opening (Muftouglu) 
 
Dr. K. Muftuoglu, 2017-2018 Thermal Hydraulics Division Chair, opened the Annual 
Meeting of the American Nuclear Society Thermal Hydraulics Division Executive 
Committee at 16:30 on Sunday, June 17, 2018. Quorum was established with 12 voting 
members, including 3 proxies, present. 

 
2. Approval of Meeting Agenda (All) 

 
The proposed agenda was distributed on-line before the meeting and on-site, as 
attached in Appendix-B, and reviewed by those in attendance.  One additional item was 
proposed to include under item 14.d by Dr. E. Merzari. 
 
Motions from the Program Committee:  

i. Discussion on the Rule Changes 
 
MOTION to Approve the Agenda  
MOTION Amended by Dr. E. Merzari 
SECONDED by Dr. W. Marcum 
APPROVED with Amendment without objection 

 
3. Approval of Minutes from 2017 ANS Winter Meeting (All) 

 
Draft meeting minutes for the THD Executive Committee Meeting at the 2017 ANS 
Winter Meeting were distributed on-line before the meeting, as attached in Appendix-C, 
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for review. Corrections and editorial changes were offered on-site by Prof. J. Luxat and 
Dr. E. Merzari that have not yet been implemented.   
 
MOTION by Dr. Muftuoglu to Approve the Agenda  
MOTION Amended by Prof. W. Marcum 
SECONDED by Prof. J. Luxat 
APPROVED with Amendment without objection 

 
4. Visitors from Student Conferences  

 
Preparing for 2019 ANS Student Conference at Virginia Commonwealth University on 
April 4-6, 2019 has been briefly introduced by the TPC chair, Ms. Sarah Morgan (VCU), 
providing the Call for Papers to Dr. C.-H. Song. The flyer provided is included in 
Appendix-D.  
 
It has been confirmed that the ANS-THD has traditionally been providing financial 
support of 500 USD to this event annually.  

 
5. Action Items from 2017 Winter Meeting   

 
a. Request for Young Professionals Congress Support (Carasik/Merzari) 

 
No additional action. Completed. 

 
b. Scholarship Policy and Coordination Committee (Muftuoglu) 

  
Dr. K. Muftuoglu reported that Award Scholarship Fund Committee has already 
been established, and contribution from NURETH-17 ($31,180) makes 
substantial funds available. 
 
There was a discussion on establishing two new scholarship programs, one for 
the late Prof. Hochreiter and the other for Vinny Esposito with $25,000 donation 
to start fund by Esposito. Matching funds are needed from the THD division. 
There was a decision of starting the follow-up discussion on these two items.  
 
MOTION by Dr. E. Merzari to begin the process to allocate $40,000 from the 
THD unrestricted funds for a $2000 yearly graduate scholarship 
MOTION Amended by Dr. L. Carasik to name scholarship the “Larry Hochreiter 
Scholarship” 
SECONDED by Dr. K. Muftuoglu 
APPROVED without objection 
 
The scholarship for Esposito was started with an offer of a $25,000 donation. 
Matching fund from the THD division is needed to establish this scholarship. 
Since it is uncertain whether this scholarship would be for graduate or 
undergraduate, it was necessary to ask the Family first what they wish. No 
preference, but an inclination from the family was shown toward an 
undergraduate scholarship. 
 
MOTION by Dr. E. Merzari to allocate $15,000 from the THD restricted funds to 
match the $25,000 offered by Esposito family to establish $2000 yearly Student 
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Scholarship. 
SECONDED by Dr. K. Muftuoglu 
APPROVED without objection 
 
Completed. 
 

c. Re-start Service Award (Aumiller) 
 
Dr. K. Muftuoglu confirmed that no report has been made yet and introduced that 
Dr. W.D. Pointer is volunteered to prepare this item for later discussion.   
 
ACTION ITEM – Dr. W.D. Pointer prepares this item for later discussion.    
 

d. Update the THD website (Shaver) 
 
Dr. D. Shaver reported that the THD website is being regularly updated. 
 

6. Report from Professional Divisions Workshop (Muftuoglu) 
 
Dr. K. Muftuoglu confirmed that Dr. W.D. Pointer and himself attended the Professional 
Divisions Workshop held in the morning of June 17, 2018. 

  
7. Report from President’s Meeting with Division Chairs (Muftuoglu) 

 
Dr. J. Kelly, THD liaison to ANS H/Q and the incoming ANS President, expressed his 
appreciation to the THD working to align with the goals of ANS. He reiterated the need 
for ANS to offer value for students and professionals to drive participation. Be a voice for 
nuclear energy in the US and globally in terms of policy. He mentioned that the 
discussion of identifying limited topical meetings during a single year by ANS H/Q is one 
that is being worked out at present even though the policy as it stands will be on a first-
come-first-serve basis. 
 

8. Treasurer’s Report (Marcum) 
 
Prof. W. Marcum explained Treasurer’s Report with the financial data to be reported in 
the 2018 Spring  Newsletter. $31,180 raised from NURETH-17 making it the most 
substantial amount raised from NURETH. (See the Treasurer’s Report attached in 
Appendix-E) 
 
ACTION ITEM – Communicate the restricted fund budgeting with ANS H/Q. 

 
9. Program Committee Report 

 
a. 2018 ANS Annual Meeting Program in Philadelphia, PA (Merzari) 

 
EC Members were referred to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting 
 

b. 2018 ANS Winter Meeting Program in Orlando, FL (Merzari) 
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EC Members were referred to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting 

 
c. Planning for the Future 2019 Annual Meeting in Minneapolis, MN 

(Merzari/Bolotnov) 
 

EC Members were referred to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting 

 
d. Journal Special Issues: NURETH-17 

 
EC Members were referred to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting 

 
e. ICAPP’18 Update (Sun/Bolotnov) 

 
EC Members were referred to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting 

 
f. ATH’18 Update (Merzari) 

 
EC Members were referred to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting 

 
g. NUTHOS-12 Update (Sun) 

 
EC Members were referred to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting 
 

h. NURETH-18 Update (Marcum) 
 
EC Members were referred to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting. 
There was an announcement by Prof. Marcum on holding a preparatory meeting 
to be held on Tuesday evening at 07:00 pm in  room 308.   

 
i. NUTHOS-13 Update (Luxat) 

 
EC Members were referred to the Program Committee Report since all were 
present for the Program Committee Meeting   

 
j. Motions from the PC Meeting (Merzari) 

 
EC Members were reminded by Dr. E. Merzari that 3 motions were presented by 
the Program Committee, a standing committee, which do not require a second. 
 

i. Approval of Program Committee Membership: 
- Outgoing PC Members: M. Avramova (NCSU), P. Ferroni (WEC), J. 

Lane (Zachary), Y.H. Jeong (KAIST) , Donna Guillen (INL) and W. 
Marcum (OSU) 
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- Newcomers: Six (6) outgoing PC members were proposed to 
renominate along with four (4) newcomers who are J.Y. Feng (MIT), C. 
Brooks (UIUC), Jun Liao (WEC) and Ferry Roelofs (NRG)    

ii. New THD Representative to NPC (Prof. I. Bolotnov) 
- Prof. I. Bolotnov was proposed as new THD representative to NPC 

iii. Initiation of Conference Selection Committee’s Activity for selecting the 
NURETH-19 host country. 
- The Conference Selection Committee is recommended to start its 

relevant activity by distributing the call-for-proposals to potential host 
countries. 

 
MOTION by the EC Chair to approve  
APPROVED without any objection (for all three motions) 

 
10. Membership Committee Report  S.Y. Lee 

 
Dr. W.D. Pointer, on behalf of the Membership Committee, briefly reviewed the current 
membership status as reported in the  2018 Spring Newsletter of the division.  
 
He explained that there shows a very small decrease (1251 to 1239) in the number of 
THD members in CY 2017, while a small decrease is also shown in the overall number 
of members in the ANS H/Q, resulting in rather an increase of THD portion in the 
number of all ANS members. Long-term trend is an increase in THD from about 900 
since 2007. THD remains the fourth-largest division in ANS. 

 
11. Division Website Report  Shaver 

 
Dr. D. Shaver reported that two notices have been posted to the THD website: the 
announcement of the 2018 Young Professional Thermal Hydraulic Research 
Competition and the extension of the ATH paper submission deadline to June 30.   
 
He mentioned that the website is being periodically updated even though there is still 
some outdated information.  
 
Then it was discussed that the contact list is out of date and decided that it is redundant 
and that it should be removed altogether.  

 
12. Honors and Awards Committee Report  Aumiller/Muftuoglu 

 
Dr. K. Muftuoglu explained the current status of the H&A Committee activity and the 
need of selecting the H&A Committee Chair. And he emphasized the need of changing 
the rule on selecting the chair and members of the H&A Committee in THD. 
 
Dr. E. Merzari, as PC Chair, explained in detail the relevant issues and proposed a 
change in the rule (R9.4), as below (see also Appendix-F):  
 

from:  
c. Officers 

1. On the fourth year of service to the Honors and Awards Committee, the past 
Division Chair shall serve as the Honors and Awards Committee Chair 

to: 
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c. Officers 
1. One of the general members shall be appointed by the EC on the 

recommendation of the Nominating Committee to serve as the Honors and 
Awards Committee Chair for a 3 year term. 

2. On the fourth year of service to the Honors and Awards Committee, the past 
Division Chair shall serve as the Honors and Awards Committee Vice-Chair 
for a 1 year term. 

3. The Vice-Chair will fill in for the Chair as necessary and assist the Chair in 
conducting the duties of the office. 

 
Prof. J. Luxat emphasized that it is important to select the TAA recipients on time as 
planned. 
 

13. Nominating Committee Report  S.J. Kim 
 

Dr. W.D. Pointer reminded the EC that motions from the Nominating Committee, as a 
standing committee, do not require a second. Dr. W.D. Pointer, on behalf of the 
Nominating Committee, presented the following results of the 2018 election slate: 
 

Chair  Dr. W. David Pointer 
Vice Chair  Dr. Chul-Hwa Song 
Secretary  Prof. Wade Marcum 
Treasurer  Dr. Elia Merzari 
 
Executive Committee (5 at-Large): F.-B. Cheung, Y.H. Jeong, D. Shaver, X. Sun, 
and M. Matthew (NCSU) 

 
Dr. K. Muftuoglu, on behalf of the Nominating Committee, thanked the following EC 
members whose terms will be expiring for their years of service: 
 

Outgoing EC Members: P. Ferroni, D. Guillen, J. Kim, S.J. Kim    
 

MOTION to approve the election slate as presented. 
APPROVED without objection 
 
Dr. E. Merzari suggested Prof. H. Ninokata as new H&A Committee member at large  
and Prof. Ninokata showed his willingness of serving on the committee as member.  
 
MOTION by Dr. Merzari to appoint Prof. H. Ninokata as the H&A member   
SECONDED by Dr. J. Luxat 
APPROVED without objection 
 

14. New Business 
 

a. Actions from Professional Divisions Workshop Muftuoglu 
 
No items to discuss 
 

b. Actions from President’s Meeting with Division Chairs Muftuoglu 
 
No items to discuss 
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c. Interactions with Other ANS Entities – Committees, etc.  Muftuoglu 

 
No items to discuss 

 
d. Discussion on the Rule Changes (Proposed by Dr. E. Merzari) Muftuoglu 

 
Dr. E. Merzari proposed to discuss about the change of the rule on selecting the 
chair and members of the H&A Committee by emphasizing the important role of this 
committee. He also pointed out that we have several urgent matters of selecting the 
recipients of 5 awards. He also proposed the chair term be for three years rather 
than one year. 
 
Dr. K. Muftuoglu added some explanation of handling this item and opened the 
discussion.   
 
Motion to change the rule from “on the fourth year of service on the H&A Committee, 
the past division chair shall serve as H&A Committee Chair” to Vice Chair.  

 
MOTION to approve by Dr. W.D. Pointer 
SECONDED by Dr. E. Merzari 
APPROVED without objection 
 
Dr. W.D. Pointer explained rather complicated current situation inside the H&A 
committee and proposed to select temporarily an Ad Hoc Chair of the H&A 
Committee with a mission of only selecting the 2017 and 2018 TAA recipients. And 
Prof. X. Sun was proposed for this role of Acting Chair. 
 
MOTION by Dr. W.D. Pointer to Approve Prof. X. Sun as the Acting Chair on 
Selecting 2017 TAA Recipient  
SECONDED by Prof. J. Luxat 
APPROVED without objection 

 
e. Other business  Muftuoglu 

 
No item suggested to discuss 

 
 
Dr. W.D. Pointer, current Vice Chair and incoming Chair of the THD, delivered the Plaque of 
Appreciations to the outgoing THD chair, Dr. K. Muftuoglu, by recognizing his great efforts for the 
advancement of THD, and all the meeting participants thanked him for his multiple years’ service. 
 
Lastly, Prof. H. Ninokata introduced the ISReCTHA-2018, which will be held on August 29-31, 
2018 in Lecco, Italy by distributing the call for participations (see the Appendix-G).    
 
 
The Executive Committee meeting was adjourned at 6:27 pm.  
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APPENDIX A 
 

Executive Committee Meeting Sign-up Sheets  
 
 

 
 Dr.s W. D. Pointer and J. Kelly did not sign up on the Attendee Sheet above even 

though they attended the EC meeting. 
 Prof.s A. Manera, X. Cheng and P. Bardet assigned their Proxy to Prof. X. Sun and Dr. 

W.D. Pointer, as shown in page-1 of this document. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Executive Committee Meeting Agenda  
(Approved at the Meeting) 
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APPENDIX C 
 

ANS 2017 Winter Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
(Approved at the Meeting) 
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APPENDIX D 
 

2019 Student Conference Flyer 
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APPENDIX E 
 

THD Treasurer’s Report 
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APPENDIX F 
 

Proposal on the Change of the Rule (R9.4) 
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APPENDIX G 
 

ISReCTHA-2018 Seminar Flyer 
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