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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES (FOR APPROVAL) 

 
American Nuclear Society – Thermal Hydraulics Division 

Executive Committee Meeting 

Marriott Wardman Park, Washington, D.C., USA 

4:30 – 6:00 PM, Sunday, November 17, 2019 

Location: Virginia A 

 
Attendees (EC Members, see Appendix A): Chul-Hwa Song (KAERI), Wade Marcum 

(OSU), Elia Merzari (PSU), Bao-Wen Yang (DEQD, Delta Energy Group), John Luxat 

(McMaster), Annalisa Manera (University of Michigan), Hisashi Ninokata (Politecnico di 

Milano), Fan-Bill Cheung (PSU), Yong Hoon Jeong (KAIST), Dillon Shaver (Argonne National 

Laboratory), Xiaodong Sun (University of Michigan), Matt Zimmer (NCSU), Lane Carasik 

(Virginia Commonwealth University), Yassin Hassan (Texas A&M), Robert Martin (BWXT). 

 
Attendees (Other, see Appendix A): Vittorio Badalassi (ORNL), Si Young Lee (SRNL), 

Dave Pointer (ORNL), Deep Patel (University of Michigan), Marilyn Delgado (Texas A&M), 

Brett Leitherer (OSU), Jowan Johnson (OSU), Jun Wang (University of Wisconsin), Jong 

Kim (KAIST), John Kelly (ANS), Kurshad Muftuoglu (GE-Hitachi) 

 
Proxies (EC Members, see Appendix A): Yang Liu (Virginia Tech) to Xiaodong Sun, Fatih 

Aydogan (Jacksonville University) to Chul-Hwa Song, Igor Bolotnov (NCSU) to Elia Merzari, 

 
Absent (see Appendix A): Piyush Sabharwall (INL) 

 
Quorum is met. 

 

 
1. Opening Song 

Called to order at 4:30 pm 

2. Visitors from Student Conferences 

 
The chair gave the floor to the North Carolina State University (NCSU) students organizing 

the 2020 ANS student conference. The students presented their vision for the conference and 

requested the support of the division. In the ANS Annual meeting 2019 it had already been 

approved that the conference will receive $500 from the division. The student requested also 

volunteers to act as judges for the best paper competition. More information is provided in 

Appendix B. 

 
3. Remarks from ANS Executive Committee Kelly 

 
The chair gave the floor to Dr. Kelly, who presented recent developments toward the approval 

and implementation of the ANS Change Plan 2020. There was significant pushback from the 

divisions on items related to division finances, which have been tabled for implementation. A 
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task force is to be formed at the ANS National level and it will provide conclusions on the 

Objective #4 of the ANS Change Plan 2020 no later than March 31st 2020, THD will likely be 

asked to provide a volunteer who will join this task force. 

 
Following the presentation of Dr. Kelly there was a lively discussion among the members 

present. The discussion covered, among other topics, the proposed local section changes 

and the proposal for combined topicals. Both changes were on agenda for the board meeting 

on the Thursday of the ANS winter meeting 2019. 

 
4. Approval of Meeting Agenda All 

 
The agenda was circulated among the members (Appendix C). The chair suggested to 

amend the agenda to have items 4 and 5 before item 2 since the ANS 2020 Student 

Conference organizers were not available at the original time suggested. 

 
MOTION to approve agenda as amended (Elia Merzari). 

SECOND by Dillon Shaver. 

 
No discussion. 

APPROVED unanimously. 

5. Approval of Minutes from 2019 ANS Annual Meeting All 

The minutes from the ANS Annual Meeting 2019 were circulated (Appendix D). 

MOTION to approve minutes (Wade Marcum). 

SECOND by Lane Carasik. 

 
APPROVED with 1 abstained. 

 
6. Action Items from 2019 ANS Annual Meeting 

a. Language Added to All Non-Awarded TAA Packages Schubring 

b. Prepare Proposal for Service Award Merzari 

c. NC To Form a Subcommittee to Support NURETH 40th Anniversary Pointer 

d. Update the THD website Shaver/Delgado 

 
Item 6a. In the absence of Dr. Schubring, Prof. Cheung, mentioned the background of the 

TAA award and the need to provide adequate language in the response to all non-awarded 

TAA packages. Moreover he emphasized the need to improve the quality of submissions. 

There is a need to revise official THD procedures to be consistent with recent H&A changes. 

Dr. Song tied the discussion to item 7f. 

 
Item 6b. A proposal for the restart of the service award was circulated (Appendix E). 

 
ACTION (H&A committee): H&A to fine-tune language of the service award proposal before 

submittal to ANS national H&A committee. 
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MOTION to move $21,000 from the general fund to the award fund to fund the service 

award (Annalisa Manera) 

SECOND by Wade Marcum 

APPROVED unanimously. 

Item 6c. The nominating committee did not have a chance to form the Subcommittee to 

support the NURETH 40th Anniversary 

 
ACTION (W. David Pointer): The nominating chair will submit the slate electronically to the 

EC by January 31st. 

 
Item 6d. Discussed in item 11 

 
7. Chair Report Song 

a. Report from Professional Divisions Workshop Marcum/Song 

b. Report from President’s Meeting with Division Chairs Marcum/Song 

c. Review Committee for L.E. Hochreiter Graduate Scholarship Recipients Song 

d. New Division Webmaster Nomination Song 

e. Establishing a New Division Award (Sehgal’s NURETH Award) Song 

f. Revision of Division Bylaws & Rules and Procedures Song 

 
Dr. Song discussed briefly his impressions regarding the Professional Divisions Workshop 

and the President’s Meeting with Division Chairs. 

 
Item 7c. Dr. Song mentioned that the subcommittee tasked with selecting the winner of the 

Lawrence E. Hochreiter memorial scholarship has already been established and it consists of 

division members from Non-Academia area in consideration of any possible “Conflict of 

Interests” after communicating with the H&A Committee chair electronically. 

 
Item 7d. Dr. Song reminded the EC members that Marylin Delgado was selected as the new 

webmaster and (Vote and decision were communicated electronically to EC members 

previously). 

 
Item 7e. Dr. Song circulated the award proposal honoring the late Dr. Sehgal (Appendix F). 

There was general consensus on establishing the award and in particular given the generous 

offer of the Sehgal family to support the award. A discussion followed on the need to maintain 

the prestige of TAA versus the award in honor of Dr. Sehgal and differentiate the two awards: 

 It was agreed that the monetary amount related to the TAA should be increased. It 

was noted by Prof. Cheung that the increase is overdue given the inflation over the 

past 20 years. 

 Moreover, it was pointed out that Dr. Sehgal was noted for his tireless support and 

encouragement for young researchers. Prof. J. Kim mentioned that family would like 

for the award to target early career individuals, with specific criteria to be defined by 

the H&A committee. 
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MOTION to increase the amount of TAA $2,000 (Fan-Bill Cheung) 

SECOND by Xiaodong Sun 

 
APPROVED unanimously. 

 
MOTION to create the Bal Raj Sehgal memorial award by accepting the donation of the 

Sehgal family. (Elia Merzari) 

SECOND by B.W. Yang 

APPROVED unanimously. 

ACTION ITEM (H&A committee): H&A committee to work with Prof. Jong Kim and Prof. 

Sehgal’s family to refine the proposal, mainly focusing on awardee selection criteria, before 

submittal to ANS national H&A. 

 
MOTION to move 8,192$ from the general fund to the award fund to support the TAA. (Elia 

Merzari) 

SECOND by Lane Carasik 

APPROVED unanimously. 

Item 7f. Several members commented on the mismatch between the division bylaws, rules 

and current practices. Some bylaws and rules were changed but the changes were not 

submitted to the ANS National. Moreover some procedures could benefit from clarification 

due to vague language. In general, there was consensus on the need to clarify the status of 

the bylaws and rules of the division. 

 
ACTION (Elia Merzari, Wade Marcum, Xiaodong Sun, Bob Martin, C. H. Song): To collect 

and clarify status of bylaws changes in recent years and report back to the EC in the next 

meeting. 

 
8. Treasurer’s Report B.-W. Yang 

 
Dr. Yang summarized the status of the finances (Appendix G). He confirmed that there are 

sufficient funds to support both the TAA monetary award increase and the division Service 

Award. 

 
Dr. Yang also commented on the potential impact of the ANS Change Plan 2020. It was 

concluded it is important to keep the division funding separate from other divisions (i.e., one 

of the potential changes proposed is to pool the division funding). 

 
9. Program Committee Report 

a. 2019 ANS Winter Meeting Program in Washington, D.C Bolotnov/Shaver 

b. 2020 ANS Annual Meeting Program in Phoenix, AZ Bolotnov/Shaver 

c. 2020 ANS Winter Meeting Program in Chicago, IL Bolotnov/Shaver 

d. ATH 2020 Update Bolotnov/Shaver 

e. ATH 2022 Planning Bolotnov/Shaver 
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f. NURETH-18 Update Woods/Marcum 

g. NUTHOS-13 Update Luxat 

h. NURETH-19 Update Merzari 

i. ICAPP 2020 Update Sun 

j. Motions from the PC Meeting Bolotnov/Shaver 

Refer to Program committee minutes. 

10. Membership Committee Report Pointer 

 
Dr. Pointer referred to the newsletter for a detailed report. 

 
11. Division Website Report Delgado 

 
Ms. Delgado discussed the current status of the website: There are several missing items and 

she encouraged members to provide missing information. She also discussed her plans to 

improve the website and make it more attractive for students. This may include a student 

section and/or a forum (potentially interacting with ANS Collaborate). Other changes will 

include: adding pictures of people and work done. She called for pictures and videos from 

members, reviving a long-standing discussion among members for the need of a shared 

space for videos and educational material. Finally she discussed her plans for “in memoriam” 

sections. 
 

12. Honors and Awards Committee Report 

a. TAA 2019 Awardee Selection 

b. BPA 2019 Awardee Selection 

c. Others 

Schubring 

 

It was announced that the 2019 TAA winner is Dr. Shripad Revankar (Purdue). And the TAA 

lecture is to be made on Monday evening right after concluding the regular sessions. 

 
The 2019 BPA (best paper award) went to J. Pacio, M. Daubner, T. Wetzel, H. Uitslag- 

Doolaard, A. Mathur, and F. Roelofs for their work entitled: "Inter-wrapper flow: LBE 

experiments and simulations", presented at the 18th International Topical Meeting on 

Nuclear Reactor Thermal-Hydraulics (NURETH-18). 

 
At NURETH-18, Prof. Xiaodong Sun and Dr. Bao-Wen Yang were inducted as NURETH 

fellows. 
 

13. Nominating Committee Report 

a. Slate of Candidates for New Division Officers 

b. Slate of Candidates for New Division EC Members 

c. Slate of Candidates for New H&A Committee Members 

Pointer 
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Dr. Pointer presented the nominations for the 2020 THD slate. 

 
MOTION: Nominees for Officer: E. Merzari (Vice-chair), B.W. Yang (Secretary), A. Manera 

(Treasurer). 

No need for second 

APPROVED unanimously 

MOTION Nominees EC: Yang Liu, John Luxat, Caleb Brooks, Hisashi Ninokata, Piyush 

Sabharwall 

No need for second. 

APPROVED with 1 abstained. 

MOTION Nominees for H&A: Bob Martin and Lane Carasik. 

No need for a second. 

 
In the discussion it was pointed out that a significant change in the H&A structure was 

approved in the past year but not yet implemented. To facilitate the transition it was 

suggested to reduce the term of the new H&A appointments to one year. 

 
Amendment to limit the appointments to 1 year (Wade Marcum) 

SECOND by Xiaodong Sun 

 
Amendment APPROVED with one against, everyone else in favor. 

Amended Motion APPROVED unanimously. 

 
14. Old Business All 

 
15. New Business All 

a. Actions from Professional Divisions Workshop Marcum/Song 

b. Actions from President’s Meeting with Division Chairs Marcum/Song 

c. Others All 

 
16. Adjournment Song 

 
MOTION to Adjourn (Elia Merzari) 

SECOND by Wade Marcum 

 
Approved unanimously. 

Meeting closed at 7:03 pm. 
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APPENDIX A 

 
Signup Sheet 
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APPENDIX B 
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Material presented by 2020 ANS Student conference organizers 
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 APPENDIX C  

Draft Agenda 
 

PROPOSED AGENDA 
 

American Nuclear Society – Thermal Hydraulics Division 
 

 Executive Committee Meeting 

Marriott Wardman Park, Washington, D.C., USA 

4:30 – 6:00 PM, Sunday, November 17, 2019 

Location: Virginia A 

 

 
 

1. Opening Song 

 
2. Approval of Meeting Agenda All 

 
3. Approval of Minutes from 2019 ANS Annual Meeting All 

 
4. Visitors from Student Conferences 

 
5. Remarks from ANS Executive Committee Kelly 

 
6. Action Items from 2019 ANS Annual Meeting 

a. Language Added to All Non-Awarded TAA Packages Schubring 
b. Prepare Proposal for Service Award Merzari 
c. NC To Form a Subcommittee to Support NURETH 40th Anniversary Pointer 
d. Update the THD website Shaver/Delgado 

 
7. Chair Report Song 

a. Report from Professional Divisions Workshop Marcum/Song 
b. Report from President’s Meeting with Division Chairs Marcum/Song 
c. Review Committee for L.E. Hochreiter Graduate Scholarship Recipients Song 
d. New Division Webmaster Nomination Song 
e. Establishing a New Division Award (Sehgal’s NURETH Award) Song 
f. Revision of Division Bylaws & Rules and Procedures Song 

 
8. Treasurer’s Report B.-W. Yang 

 
9. Program Committee Report 

a. 2019 ANS Winter Meeting Program in Washington, D.C Bolotnov/Shaver 
b. 2020 ANS Annual Meeting Program in Phoenix, AZ Bolotnov/Shaver 
c. 2020 ANS Winter Meeting Program in Chicago, IL Bolotnov/Shaver 
d. ATH 2020 Update Bolotnov/Shaver 
e. ATH 2022 Planning Bolotnov/Shaver 
f. NURETH-18 Update Woods/Marcum 
g. NUTHOS-13 Update Luxat 
h. NURETH-19 Update Merzari 
i. ICAPP 2020 Update Sun 
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j. Motions from the PC Meeting Bolotnov/Shaver 

 
10. Membership Committee Report Pointer 

 
11. Division Website Report Delgado 

 
12. Honors and Awards Committee Report Schubring 

a. TAA 2019 Awardee Selection 
b. BPA 2019 Awardee Selection 
c. Others 

 
13. Nominating Committee Report Pointer 

a. Slate of Candidates for New Division Officers 
b. Slate of Candidates for New Division EC Members 
c. Slate of Candidates for New H&A Committee Members 

 
14. Old Business All 

 
15. New Business All 

a. Actions from Professional Divisions Workshop Marcum/Song 
b. Actions from President’s Meeting with Division Chairs Marcum/Song 

c. Others All 

 
16. Adjournment Song 
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APPENDIX D 

 
Minutes for Annual Meeting 2019 (Minneapolis, MN) 

 
The approved minutes are posted at: 

http://thd.ans.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Meeting_Minutes_EC_ANS_Summer_2019.pdf 

http://thd.ans.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Meeting_Minutes_EC_ANS_Summer_2019.pdf
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APPENDIX E 

 
Service Proposal Award 
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APPENDIX F 

 
Sehgal Memorial Award Proposal 
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APPENDIX G 

 
Treasurer Report 
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